CRAZY LITTLE THING CALLED LOVE:  CRAZY LOVE
Dave:  How you doing?  And a special hello to those of you watching by videocast. Today is “2 for 1 Teaching Day.”  You get two teachers for the price of one.  My name is Dave Ferguson, and I’m the Lead Pastor here at Community.  And this is my wife, Sue.  

When a number of women around Community heard what the BIG IDEA was today, “What a Woman Needs” and they said, “Your not going to have a guy talk about that are you?”  And we said, “Uhhh, uummm…of course not!”    So today is “2 for 1 Teaching Day.”   And don’t worry, we won’t talk twice as long.  But we thought it would be good to get both perspectives . . . Cause we are very different.  
Sue:  For example . . .A man is a person who will pay two dollars for a one-dollar item he wants.  

Dave:  A woman will pay one dollar for a two dollar item that she doesn’t want.
Sue:  As for marriage, a woman marries a man expecting he will change but he doesn’t.

Dave:  A man marries a woman expecting that she won’t change and she does.
Dave:  A successful man is one who makes more money than his wife can spend.

Sue:  And a successful woman is one who can find such a man.

Sue:  But seriously, there are real and significant differences, and I think we can see it as we take one last look at the words from Scripture that have been central for this series:  
Dave: “Husbands love your wives…”

Sue:  “…and wives respect your husbands.” (Eph 5:33)

Dave: The first week we talked about… 
· Men, our deepest need of men is to feel respected. 
· Women, their deepest need of a woman is to feel loved. 
And how if she doesn’t get love from him, then she won’t show respect to him. and if he doesn’t get respect from her, then he won’t love her…and nobody gets what they need most!  And that is called the crazy cycle!
And it’s true that both men and women need respect and love; but not in the same way or to the same degree.
· Men need respect – and that is all about the need to feel admired and appreciated. And last week we challenged women to respect your man unconditionally. 

· And this week we’re looking at love and how guys need to love the women in their lives.
Little background:  When the Bible says “love” here, it uses the Greek word “AGAPE” which means unconditional love. Love without conditions.  And so that we really get it, it adds “love your wives as Christ loves the church and gave himself up for her”.  Now that sounds really lofty and a great thing to shoot for, but how is a guy actually supposed to go about that…unconditionally loving a woman?
Sue:  I have a few ideas . . . you could start by  doing the laundry when we get home.  Then you could continue by cooking dinner.  And wrap it up by watching Pride & Prejudice with me – it will be my fifteenth time.”  How’s that?

Dave:  I knew somehow this would mean watching more “chick flicks”.

LOVE:  “WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO YOU, IS IMPORTANT TO ME”

Sue:    Seriously guys.  The good news it's not really about doing a zillion things all the time. Honest it's not, but I can say, here's a good place to start.  If you really want the women in your life to feel loved like she needs to feel loved, start with this:  "What's important to her is important to you".  
Dave:  If it is important to you, it’s important to me.

Sue:  You’re getting it!
I remember one of the first times I really felt like Dave did not love me the way I needed to be loved.  It was two and a half years into our marriage and on July 24th, God had made one of my dreams come true…. He gave me a baby (with some help from Dave); our daughter Amy.  I was ecstatic until July 25th when Dave walked into my hospital room with a balloon for Amy and nothing for me.  Now understand I was the last of all my friends to have a baby and I had heard about all the nice things their husbands had done for them … a large jar of Beautiful perfume, because she had done something beautiful, diamonds because she had done some exquisite and very valuable, and of course everyone got roses.    I got zip, not a perfume sample, not a pair of  cubic zircona  earrings, not even a dandelion.
Dave: Ok guys in my defense my dad wasn’t even AT the hospital when I was born. I thought I had done really well just going to Lamaze classes and being there for the birth.  My Dad was in another state!  When my Dad proposed he did it over the phone…family of origin issues!
Sue:  Also in Dave’s defense I had never communicated my expectations and that having him honor my bringing a child into the world was important to me…( of course anyone would know to bring flowers), but since that time I have learned to communicate what I need to feel loved. And in case your wondering I did get flowers for Josh and Caleb. (
Dave now knows that for me to feel loved there are a few things he needs to remember are important to me.  And I have made it easy for him to remember because my needs spell out the word love.  L-O-V-E.
L - LISTEN & UNDERSTAND

L stands for Listen – I need Dave to really listen and understand when I am upset.  Not just say, ‘OK, OK, I’m sorry.”  For me it’s not about the sorry, it‘s about understanding WHY I’m upset. How can he keep from doing it again if he doesn’t understand why it upsets me?

Maybe not every woman here would put this on her list, but I think there are quite a few who would.

I believe Tim mentioned some of Dr. John Gottman’s research last week when talking about “What Men Want”.  Well Dr. Gottman also did some research on What Women Want and this is what one of the things he found. 

It was very effective when a husband could embrace his wife’s anger.  He advised men not to avoid conflict if they want to make their marriages work.  To sidestep the problem, to leave the conflict unresolved would only upset the wife more.  I like this part, “The husband must always remember that the wife must talk about what’s upsetting her.   As she vents her feelings, she believes she is keeping the marriage healthy and helping the relationship work more smoothly.   She is not trying to attack her husband personally.  If you stay with her through this discomfort and listen to her she will calm down.” If you stonewall, she’ll be edgy and may escalate the conflict. 
So, it’s not just me, the research proves it, Women want men to listen and try to understand.  I love it when the research agrees with me.
Any questions Dave?

Dave:  No.  I’m listening and understand!
O – OFFER HELP
Sue:  Another way Dave can show me love is to offer to help So, the “O” in love is offer help. I am spinning a lot of plates, I home school one of our children, I oversee a Thursday morning women’s ministry at church,  I have done all the laundry, all the cooking, most of the grocery shopping and cleaning for most of the last 20 years, and last month I added a part time job.  When the kids were young I needed help because their needs took up so much of my time and attention and they couldn’t really pitch in very much. Things became been a bit easier as the kids got older and when I wasn’t working outside of the home I could handle it most of the time. But this new job has made it impossible for me to cover all of the bases I used to. So Dave recognized my need for help and he helped me come up with a plan that gives everyone an opportunity to pitch in.  I am happy to say that for the first time in 20 years Dave is now cooking one night a week,  Not just grilling out something I prepared and then getting all the credit, but actually preparing the dinner, cooking it, and cleaning it up!  And Amy and Josh also have a night where they do the same – Caleb helps me on my nights. And one night a week we eat out!  
To love me is to help me.

V – VERY EXPENSIVE GIFTS
You’re going to like the next one ladies- 

V is for very expensive gifts…. Ha!  Well, actually I couldn’t think of a V so who doesn’t want very expensive gifts,… But since our budget doesn’t really allow for too many expensive gifts; thoughtful gifts will do.  Seriously, though while this wouldn’t be super high on my list I do have to say I like it when Dave does put some thought into a gift. Years ago I said I wanted an anniversary band for our 20th wedding anniversary…. And Dave not only remembered, but surprised me giving it to me at 15 years…. That touched my heart.  This past Valentine’s Day he gave me movie gift certificate for me and a friend because Dave knows that time with friends is important to me.  Now before you the rest of you guys feel like oh great we’ve got Mr. Perfect to live up to, you should know there was a year he didn’t even get me card. (
Dave:  Well, I did take you out for dinner…I totally for a card or a gift?!?
E – EXPRESS APPRECIATION
Sue:  And lastly E stands for express appreciation – I need for Dave to value what I do….thanks for dinner, thanks for being the Queen of Christmas, thanks for covering all the bases while I’m out of town, thanks for saving some energy for me last night. (.  I need Dave to notice all I do and appreciate it.
Of course this is my list of how Dave can remember to make these things important to him because they are important to me.  I did ask a few of my CCC lady friends about what is important to them and other things like acts of affection, like holding my hand, or playing with my hair w/no ulterior motive, or…
Dave: And I know what you’re thinking guys, cause I’m thinking it too.  We have all sorts of stuff going on – pressure to make ends meet, be successful at work.  This is not easy.  I’m not into the things she’s into.  And if you’re asking me to take up scrap booking, forget it!  Well, I’m not, so stick with me here. We already do this more than we might realize.  
· Lots of you guys operate this way in business.  Good sales people know what's important to their customers beyond just the product and their need for it.  You get to know things about people you do business with and show interest in it.  And you can't do it well if you're just faking it; because people can tell. You gotta know and actually give a rip.  
· And I know lots of married guys who do it with their kids.  We take interest in what they are interested in.  
· Couple years ago my daughter Amy started playing lacrosse.  I had never even seen a lacrosse game..  I’m clueless when it comes to lacrosse.  I still can’t figure out the difference between a “playing attack” and a “cradling.”  But Amy loved it. So I got into it…and I love it!  
· We got a hamster.  The last thing I wanted was a hamster, but my Caleb (10) wanted a hamster and Sue talked me into it.  So, we got RJ the hamster. It gets worse.  RJ escaped in our house a few months ago…and we still haven’t found him!  
And that's the good thing about love, because at heart it’s a choice God calls us to make.   God explains it this way:  “Let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”  (I John 3:18)
We do this in other relationships, but we tend to cut ourselves too much slack when it comes to the woman in our lives.   The bottom line is when you love somebody, what’s important is no longer conditional.  If it's important to her, it's important to you.

Sue:  Guys, if you need some motivation, here you go.  It’s when Dave Listens and understands; Offers to help around the house; shows his appreciation by being thoughtful and telling me; it’s then I’m more interested in sex.  And my hunch is the woman in your life is like that too!  So men here is a challenge to you, men like challenges right?  This week, ask the woman in your life out on a date; and spend some time talking to her and ask: “what’s really important to you?”  Because love means what is important to her is important to you
LOVE:  IT’S A COVENANT, NOT A CONTRACT

Dave:  Here's the other part of unconditional love we'll focus on today, sure there's a bunch of them we could focus on, but here's the other one that's super important.  
I had a conversation with a friend of mine who has been married for 20 years.  Great guy.  Terrific wife.  Good kids.  But he is done.  And he says to me, “I’m just not getting what I need from this relationship.” (2x)  
And what my friend does not understand is that when he said “I do” he said “I do” to a covenant, and not a contract. 

· Covenant: is an unbreakable promise that says, “no matter what” the relationship will never end.  
· Contract: has rules and stipulations and agreed upon consequences for getting out and staying in.  And if you break the contract outright, the relationship ends.

I think that's the view of marriage we get bombarded with over and over again, that marriage is at heart a contract.  And because it’s a contract you can get out of if it doesn't work out like you think it was supposed to. I don’t think anybody gets married thinking this, but when hard times hit and we experience what my friend experience, “I’m just not getting what I need from this relationship.”  We think, it’s time to get out!!  That's why God says in Ephesians 5:25, “husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…”,  
Sue:  And I know, as soon as we say “no matter what”, a whole bunch of people are going “But what about….?” infidelity or abuse or addictions.  And that's understandable that to think that, but unless that’s your situation and the person is refusing to do anything to change it, I'm saying that's your tendency toward contract thinking.    

And God's trying to say to guys, “If you want her to feel loved, she needs to know that to you this is not a contract, it's a covenant.”
For a long time Dave was commitment-phobic.  We dated for three and half years

· Feb 6th – wedding, great party
· Dave sang.

· When we said “I do” it was a covenant…I needed that!
Dave:  And for many of us in this room, this is hard to hear because of how hard it is to be married right now OR already divorced OR it feels like its too late.  And the whole idea of a covenant seems too idealistic and not really possible.  If it sounds like that – you are close to getting it!

Sue:  God wants us to see how much we need Him for this to become more than just an idealistic dream.   We can't really expect to live out a covenant commitment unless we have experienced it ourselves from God. God is a covenant making God.  Over and over again in the Bible he commits to people, despite the fact that they don’t live up to their end of the bargain.  It’s important to grasp personally that God loves me/us unconditionally.  He doesn’t just look-the-other-way-when-we-do-wrong OR wink when we sin.  No, some of the stuff we do and have done literally KILLED him and yet that does not stop Him from being faithful to us.  Why?   Because God keeps his promises; God keeps His covenants.  And once you have experienced that unconditional love from Him, it teaches you how to love someone else like that!
Dave:  And there is so much more at stake than we realize.  My friend who wanted out of his marriage, I told him - this is about not just about you, it’s also about your kids.  If they see you give up when “you are not getting what you need from the relationship”, what are they going to do?  Give up.  They will grow up surrounded by broken-ness and their kids will grow up with broken-ness.  We can end that!  Don’t give up!
Sue:   I remember Dave and I sitting across from a couple who were ready to end it all.  Terrific guy.  Terrific lady.  Great kids.  But it was a season that wasn’t working for either of them and they thought it was best to just both walk away.  And I told them; do not give up!  Let God love you and then love each other like that.  Covenant kind of love.  That has been several years ago.  Well a couple weeks ago she came up to me and said, “thank you sooo much for not letting us give up!”
Dave:  I heard a story a few years ago that has really stuck with me.  It's a bout a guy by the name of Robert McQuilken, a man who had always dreamed of becoming a President of a college, and not just any coolege, but President of Columbia College.  His father served in that position and he wanted to follow his dad’s footsteps.  And his dream came true, and when it did, he felt a powerful call and affirmation from God.  He led the school to become one of the premier Christian schools in the country.  Then his wife began to show symptoms of Alzheimer’s, and her condition declined rapidly, and it wasn’t long before she couldn’t even recognize her husband anymore.

Sue:  McQuilken resigned the presidency of Columbia so he could give full-time care to his wife. He walked away from his life-long dream.  And a number of people in his life including many on the board of trustees said to him, “This is no ordinary job.  This is your calling, and she doesn't even know who you are anymore.  Just pay somebody else to take care of her.”  

Dave:  And he said to them, and I quote:  “There is only one thing more important than a calling.  And that is a promise.”  McQuilkin wrote a book about his experience, A Promise Kept, and in it he mentioned how off guard he was taken by the response to his resignation from Columbia and his decision to love his wife like he did.  All over the world, people heard about it and husbands and wives renewed their marriage vows.  Pastors told and retold his story.  And McQuilkin says it surprised him that it had that big an impact on people, that it was really mystifying to him, until  a distinguished oncologist, who dealt regularly with the dying, told him, “So many women stand by their men; very few men stand by their women.”  I'd  heard his story before, but I had never heard that last part, and to me it really drives home what marriage is really meant to be.  “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”
PRAY


